
August 24, 2016

Remote MTO vehicular bridge 
replaced with Algonquin Modular 
Panel Bridge in under four days

Project at a glance:

Project Name: Crow River Bridge Replacement

Location: 27 km north of Pickle Lake, Ontario

Owner/Designer: Ministry of Transportation 
Ontario

Contractor: The Sharp Group

Product: Algonquin Modular Panel Bridge

Application: Stream Crossing 

Dimensions: Span 36.6 m, Width 4.2 m

Installation Time: Less than four days

Highway 599 is a secondary highway winding through 291 km of 
Northwestern Ontario wilderness connecting Highway 17 (the Trans 
Canada Highway) to remote First Nations communities and a gold 
mine. It is also the northern-most route maintained year-round by the 
Ministry of Transportation Ontario (MTO).
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Algonquin Modular Panel Bridge ideal for remote locations
Algonquin Bridge was recently involved in a bridge-replacement 
project at Crow River, 27 km north of Pickle Lake. Our Algonquin 
Modular Panel Bridge System was selected for its ease of shipping and 
installation in remote locations like this one.

Quick install and limited road closures for this steel bridge
The contractor, Sharp Group, is very experienced with bridges from 
Algonquin and it showed on this project. MTO allotted a four-day road 
closure for the bridge installation but Sharp didn’t need all of that time.

Modular steel bridge installed using a cantilevered launch sequence
The bridge was installed on new precast abutments using a cantilevered 
launch sequence with an excavator on each side and a crane for an 
added lift. Rip rap stone was added for scour protection. A girder from 
the old steel bridge, which was originally installed in 1964, served as a 
temporary gangway for crews to cross the river during installation.

The bridge was installed on July 20, a day when this area had the hottest 
recorded temperature in Canada. Our Algonquin representative was 
on-site providing some assistance and, since the crew was done ahead of 
schedule, he had some time to go fishing for some Walleye afterward.
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